 Children under the age of 3 are eligible for two sets of related services through the Department of Public Health:  Early Intervention (EI) Services: familycentered program that includes therapies and services provided at home or at your childcare facility  Specialty Services: specialized services for children with an ASD diagnosis that are additional to the EI plan; up to 25 hours a week. Can include ABA or Floortime therapies.
 Children over age 3 receive services outlined in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) developed by the local school district. It is important for parents to contact the special education department in their school district to ask for a TEAM evaluation and start the process.
www.fcsn.org/parentguide/pguide1.html 
Educational Supports

Take-Home Messages
 Every child is unique-how they respond to therapies and services may vary and it can be helpful to keep your options open and to be receptive to new strategies.  Therapy is most effective when it is provided early and consistently. You have a VOICE and it is your RIGHT to act as an advocate for your child to assure they receive the services they need and are entitled to.  There is no specified cause of ASD, nor is there a "cure" at this point -It is important to embrace your child's individual needs and celebrate each accomplishment and milestone. 
SPED Child Mass
www.spedchildmass.com Lists family friendly events and activities occurring in the Boston area.
Our comprehensive resource library which includes visuals, social stories, safety resources, insurance information, and much more, can be accessed at: www.bmc.org/pediatrics-autism-program/resources Next Steps:
Autism Program Line:
1-617-414-3842
